358                       F. W. BUSSELL                         vn

of the feminine character of Christian morality. The
virtues seem at first sight all negative and ascetic; pas-
sivity is the end or reXo9 in the religious life of grace,
and in daily patient intercourse with a scoffing and
unbelieving world. The hermit-life rather than the
cenobitic was the higher ideal of the first three centuries.
But hardly suspected under bishops and clergy, a busy
but silent transformation of a decadent age was proceed-
ing ; and may we not ask if Greek and Indian examples
of fortitude, constancy, and retirement were not largely
influential ? With the earliest promise of probable power
in the secular sphere, with the conviction of the delay in the
Second Advent, the ideal insensibly changes. Through-
out the Middle Ages (though the devout mystic may
possibly regret the degeneracy) we may trace the new
value and ennoblement of ordinary duties and of busi-
ness, the consecration of matter and of effort While
still recognising a hierarchy of ideals, the Church did
not deny the worth of the lower; while believing that
humble Faith could be transcended in knowledge or
lost in the actual Vision, she still paid honour to simple
and ignorant goodness. Now this strenuous interference
in active life and government (sometimes deprecated by
the secular spirit, always regretted by the devotional) is
due to a fundamental article in the new creed, " that the
Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath."
It contradicts the Realism which rendered nugatory much
of Greek thought and much of mediaeval rationalism. A
new form of teleology (not unlike the Socratic) had held
the world of Nature to be for man's use, his trial, discipline,
and development The entire emphasis is removed from
this indifferent background of our efforts to the fortunes of
the individual Soul, or the Divine edicts concerning it
At first, interest is mainly concerned with a transcendental
doctrine of pre-natal sin and its consequence, and a Divine
fiat of mercy or of reprobation. It soon centres round
the prosperity of a visible state, with sure foundations,
and a goal well within view. Instead of the 'cosmic
emotion' of Greece in face of the marvel of the General